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A Paiute Legend: Why the North
Star Stands Still

Long, long ago, when the world was
young, the People of the Sky were so
restless and travelled so much that
they made trails in the heavens. Now,
if we watch the sky all through the
night, we can see which way they go.
But one star does not travel. That is
the North Star. He cannot travel. He
cannot move. When he was on the
earth long, long ago, he was known
as Na-gah, the mountain sheep, the
son of Shinoh. He was brave, daring,
sure-footed, and courageous. His
father was so proud of him and loved
him so much that he put large ear-
rings on the sides of his head and
made him look dignified, important,
and commanding. Every day, Na-gah
was climbing, climbing, climbing. He
hunted for the roughest and the
highest mountains, climbed them,
lived among them, and was happy.
Once every long ago, he found a very
high peak. Its sides were steep and
smooth, and its sharp peak reached
up into the clouds. Na-gah looked up
and said, "l wonder what is up there. |
will climb to the very highest point."
Around and around the mountain he
travelled, looking for a trail. But he
could find no trail. There was nothing
but sheer cliffs all the way around.
This was the first mountain Na-gah
had ever seen that he could not
climb. He wondered and wondered
what he should do. He felt sure that
his father would feel ashamed of him
if he knew that there was a mountain
that his son could not climb. Na-gah
determined that he would find a way
up to its top. His father would be
proud to see him standing on the top
of such a peak. Again, and again he
walked around the mountain,
stopping now and then to peer up the
steep cliff, hoping to see a crevice on

which he could find footing. Again,
and again, he went up as far as he
could, but always had to turn around
and come down. At last he found a
big crack in a rock that went down,
not up. Down he went into it and soon
found a hole that turned upward. His
heart was made glad. Up and up he
climbed. Soon it became so dark that
he could not see, and the cave was
full of loose rocks that slipped under
his feet and rolled down. Soon he
heard a big, fearsome noise coming
up through the shaft at the same
time the rolling rocks were dashed to
pieces at the bottom. In the darkness
he slipped often and skinned his
knees. His courage and
determination began to fail. He had
never before seen a place so dark
and dangerous. He was afraid, and
he was also very tired. "l will go back
and look again for a better place to
climb," he said to himself. "l am not
afraid out on the open cliffs, but this
dark hole fills me with fear. I'm
scared! | want to get out of here!" But
when Na-gah turned to go down, he
found that the rolling rocks had
closed the cave below him. He could
not get down. He saw only one thing
now that he could do: He must go on
climbing until he came out
somewhere. After a long climb, he
saw a little light, and he knew that he
was coming out of the hole. "Now |
am happy," he said aloud. "l am glad
that | really came up through that
dark hole." Looking around him, he
became almost breathless, for he
found that he was on the top of a very
high peak! There was scarcely room
for him to turn around and looking
down from this height made him diz-
zy. He saw great cliffs below him, in
every direction, and saw only a small
place in which he could move.
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Story Continued...

Nowhere on the outside could he get down, and the
cave was closed on the inside. "Here | must stay
until | die," he said. "But | have climbed my moun-
tain! | have climbed my mountain at last! He ate a
little grass and drank a little water that he found in
the holes in the rocks. Then he felt better. He was
higher than any mountain he could see, and he
could look down on the earth, far below him. About
this time, his father was out walking over the sky.
He looked everywhere for his son but could not find
him. He called loudly, "Na-gah! Na-gah!" And his son
answered him from the top of the highest cliffs.
When Shinoh saw him there, he felt sorrowful, to
himself, "My brave son can never come down. Al-
ways he must stay on the top of the highest moun-
tain. He can travel and climb no more. "l will not let
my brave son die. | will turn him into a star, and he
can stand there and shine where everyone can see
him. He shall be a guide mark for all the living
things on the earth or in the sky." And so Na-gah
became a star that every living thing can see. It is
the only star that will always be found at the same
place. Always he stands still. Directions are set by
him. Travelers, looking up at him, can always find
their way. He does not move around as the other
stars do, and so he is called "the Fixed Star." And
because he is in the true north all the time, our peo-
ple call him Qui-am-i Wintook Poot-see. These words
mean "the North Star." Besides Na-gah, other
mountain sheep are in the sky. They are called "Big
Dipper" and "Little Dipper." They too have found the
great mountain and have been challenged by it.
They have seen Na- gah standing on its top, and
they want to go on up to him. Shinoh, the father of
North Star, turned them into stars, and you may see
them in the sky at the foot of the big mountain. Al-
ways they are travelling. They go around and around
the mountain, seeking the trail that leads upward to
Na-gah, who stands on the top. He is still the North
Star.

Cemmunity Events

Thursday Night Market

Explore Downtown Chico's Thursday Night Market on
Broadway between 2nd and 5th Street, including side streets
and the fabulous City Plazal This festive, weekly market is a
ton of fun and features a bounty of farm-fresh produce
from CDFA certified farmers, mouth-watering prepared
foods from food trucks and booths, handmade, local arts
and crafts, and live entertainment for all ages.

Date: April 5th— September 27th 2018
Time: 6-9pm

Friday Night Concert

Friday Night Concerts are Chico's best place to hear live,
local music for free. Pack up your blankets and lawn chairs,
bring the family downtown, pick up a bite to eat from one
of our fabulous downtown eateries and head to city plaza
from 7 - 8:30pm.

Date: May 4th— September 7th, 2018
Slice of Chico

A summertime tradition! Come downtown for a family-
friendly, fun-filled day exploring the charming shops and
quaint eateries in Downtown Chico. Guests are guaranteed
to discover something unique and will always be treated to
HOT prices and COLD slices of watermelon courtesy of Pro
Pacific Fresh!

Date: July 13th-14th

Time: 9am-5pm

Summer Break
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CHEESEBURGERS
VACATION
NO SCHOOL
SLEEP IN

JUuLYy
BASEBALL
POOL
SHOPPING
MANOFSTEEL
ICE CREAM
SWIMMING
AUGUST
HOT DOGS
JUNE
LEMONADE
DRAMA FREE
BOATING
CAMP
MOVIES
BEACH
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July 2018

Sun

15

22

29

Mon
2
Office
Closed
9

-Computer Lab 9-4

16

-Computer Lab 9-4

23

-Computer Lab 9-4

30

-Computer Lab 9-4

ASP: After School Program

Lunch: 12-1pm

Tue

Office
Closed

10
Office Closed

GIR Summer
Program

17
Office Closed

GIR Summer
Program

24
Office Closed

GIR Summer
Program

31

Wed

11
Office Closed

GIR Summer
Program

18
Office Closed

GIR Summer
Program

25
Office Closed

GIR Summer
Program

Thu

Office
Closed

12
Office Closed

GIR Summer
Program

19
Office Closed

GIR Summer
Program

26
Office Closed

GIR Summer
Program

Keep Tobacco Use Sacred

Computer Lab: GED Preparation, Resume Development,

GIR Summer Program: All Staff will be providing academic

enrichment to grindstone students Tuesday through Thursday.

Fri

13

20

27

Office
Closed

Office
Closed

Office
Closed

Office
Closed

Sat

14

21

28
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Basketry/ Beading Class

Location: Four Winds of Indian Education Center
2345 Fair Street, Chico CA, Bldg. 6

Time: 6:00 p.m.— 9:00 p.m.

Schedule

*No Class will be held in June, July, and August

*Next Class will Resume on September 6th, 2018

Gathering times will be on the weekends and seasonal.

Open to students 12 years or older and must be accompanied by
an adult.

For more information contact: Irma Amaro: 895-4212 x 110

Four Winds of Education, Inc.

2345 Fair Street
Chico, CA 95928

Four Winds of Indian Education, Inc. is a commercial tobacco-free facility.

Only traditional use of tobacco is permitted in/ on the premises.
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